


“This book is dedicated to my 

family, friends, teachers, and 

everybody in the world who 

is as interested in saving 

water for our world as I am!”  

 — Chloe Hernandez



It all started at the pet shop. 

I was just relaxing with my turtle 

buddies when a family stopped  

at our tank. 

“I like that one!” 

exclaimed the little girl as she 

pointed at me. So I figured I had 

myself a new home.



My new family was very nice.   

I was well fed, and I played with  

the kids a lot. There was only  

one problem. 

They were water wasters.



They left the water running while  

brushing their teeth, took very long 

showers, had dripping faucets, over 

watered their plants, and left the  

sprinklers on too long. This had to  

stop and I knew it. 

But, I just didn’t know what  

a little turtle could do.



“Otis, I’m home!” 

the little girl announced. 

“Christopher, where is Otis?”

“	Did you check his tank?” 

he replied.

“	Yes. He’s not there! 

Let’s go look for him,” 

she suggested.

The next day:



I knew I should have been in my 

tank, but they had left the sprinklers 

on and the faucet dripping.  

I escaped from my tank while the  

kids were at school and the adults 

were at work. First I climbed out the  

window, ninja style, across the  

lawn and turned the sprinklers off.

Earlier that day:



Then I had to find a way to get back 

in the house. I went under the fence 

where Spike (my family’s dog) had 

dug a hole.



I went through the doggie door, 

and then I had to go turn off the 

dripping faucet. I had to get 

up to the sink, but how?



I had an idea. I would use Spike’s 

water bowl to climb up onto the step 

ladder. Then I would get onto the 

counter and the rest would be easy.  



Suddenly I heard a loud CRASH!  

I had accidently knocked down  

some dishes. I looked around.  

“Good, no harm done,” I thought.  

Then I remembered Spike. He had  

been sleeping, and the dishes woke  

him up. Oh no, big Spike would  

surely eat me up! Better make this  

a quick job.



Then I heard the front door open.  

“Otis, I’m home!” I heard. Uh oh, 

the children were home! I ran like 

lightening to the sink.  

As it turns out, turtles can’t run so 

fast, so by the time I got to the sink, 

the children had found out that I  

was gone and were looking for me. 

“Go Otis, go!” I thought. 



“Otis, there you are!” Oh no, 

Christopher found me. Well there  

was only one thing to do.

“Hello Christopher,” I said.

“What? Otis, you can talk?”

“Yes, and I am sorry I am out 

of my tank, but I saw that you 

left the faucet dripping and  

the sprinklers on, and that wastes 

a lot of water. Water is precious, 

and we turtles definitely need  

it to survive.”



“I’m sorry, I didn’t know. Can you  

tell me some other ways to save  

water Otis?”

“Of course I can!”

	 So Otis and the children discussed ways 

to save water. For example, when it rains 

outside Otis told them to turn off the 

sprinklers. He also suggested that they 

plant a California Friendly landscape, 

which uses about 50% less water than grass. 

He then told them that they should not use 

water to clean the driveway; instead, they 

should use a broom. Then Christopher  

and his little sister shared the information 

with their friends and neighbors.



Because of Otis the Turtle, many people 

learned how to use water wisely.  

Thanks Otis!
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